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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-2, 4 and 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent Application Number 10/362,097 filed August 24, 2001 by Stern et al. 
("Stern"). 

For claim 1, the preamble is not given patentable weight because it does not 
breath life and meaning into the body of the claim. Although the preamble mentions 
video data, the body of the claim contains only static image data. Therefore the 
preamble phrase video data is unrelated to the body of the claim, and has no weight. 

Stern discloses an input unit that accepts an input keyword (see the abstract and 
figures 3A and 3B). 

Stern discloses an extraction unit that extracts a character string contained in 
static image data by at least one of (1) extracting text data from the static image data 
which has the text data, and (2) performing character recognition processing on the 
static image data and extracting text data which is a result of the processing (see the 
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abstract, an image is created preferably in the tagged image file format TIFF and words 
of the image are recognized through a process of OCR optical character recognition). 

Stern discloses a retrieval unit that matches the extracted character string with 
the input keyword to retrieve relevant static image data (see the abstract). 

For claims 4 and 6, which contain similar elements as claim 1, these claims are 
rejected for the reasons given in claim 1 . 

For claim 2, Stern discloses a display unit that displays the retrieved static image 
data as a list of images (see figures 3A and 3B). 

Stern discloses a size changing unit that changes an image size of the static 
image data to be displayed on the display unit, the image size being changed according 
to a predetermined criterion (see the different sizes of the static image in figures 3A and 
3B, see also the director module in figure 1 as discussed in paragraphs 33 and 34). 

Claim 7, which contains similar elements to claim 2, is rejected for the reasons 
given in claim 2. 

Claims 1, 3, 4-6 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent Number 7,167,191 issued to Hull et al. ("Hull"). 

For claim 1 , Hull discloses an input unit that accepts an input keyword (User 
interface 900 may also include a text search window 910 which allows the user to 
search the presentation information, col. 17 lines 3-13). 

Hull discloses an extraction unit that extracts a character string contained in 
static image data by at least one of (1) extracting text data from the static image data 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/661 ,590 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2624 

which has the text data, and (2) performing character recognition processing on the 
static image data and extracting text data which is a result of the processing (The 
results obtained from applying OCR techniques to the video keyframes (which are still 
images) and applying speech recognition techniques to the audio information may be 
indexed for full text retrieval, col. 13 lines 46-53). 

Hull discloses a retrieval unit that matches the extracted character string with the 
input keyword to retrieve relevant static image data (see figure 9B). 

Claims 4 and 6 contain elements that are similar to the elements of claim 1 and 
are therefore rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 . 

For claim 3, Hull discloses a display unit that displays the retrieved static image 
data as a static image data (see figure 9B. see also col. 17lines 16-20. see also col. 9 
lines 22-53). 

Hull discloses a video display unit that, according to user's operation for selecting 
the displayed static image, reproduces and displays video data as an image from a 
reproduction time position with which the static image data is associated (see figure 9B. 
see also col. 17lines 16-20. see also col. 9 lines 22-53. The keyframe is a still image 
that is displayed and indicates a point in the video sequence where replay can begin). 

Claims 5, 8 and 3 contain similar elements, therefore claims 5 and 8 are also 
rejected for these reasons. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant argues that the objection to the drawings has been satisfied. The 
addition of figures 13 and 14 satisfies the requirement of 37 C.F.R. 1.83(a), and the 
objection to the drawings is withdrawn. 

The objection to the title is overcome by applicant's amendment. 

The objections to the specification are overcome by applicant's amendment. 

Applicant's arguments filed May 21, 2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

With respect to the rejection based on Honda, applicant argues that the keyword 
retrieval is only relevant to a moving picture file rather than a static image file. The 
interchangeable nature of retrieving a static image and a video image is well known to 
people of ordinary skill in the art. For example, U.S. Patent Number 7,068,309 issued 
to Toyama et al. discloses that "Digital Photo and Video technology promises to 
enhance our use of photographs and video by making them easy to store, access, and 
share. (Henceforth, all further references to "photos" or "photographs" should be 
considered shorthand for "photos and videos.") ... They search the images (photos and 
videos) based on keywords entered by the user...." Thus, the interchangeable nature of 
image retrieval of still images using a keyword and image retrieval of video images 
using a keyword is obvious. Nevertheless, the rejections of the claims are based on 
image retrieval of still images using keywords. 
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Applicant argues that the prior art discloses composite pictures, not individual 
frames of the video file. The element of individual frames of a video file is not found in 
any pending claim. The basis for this argument is unclear. 

Applicant argues that the prior art does not extract a character string contained in 
the static image data. Hull among others discloses this feature as identified in the 
rejection of the current Office action. 

Applicant argues that the prior art does not disclose a size changing unit. The 
size changing unit is shown by Stern as discussed in the rejection above and is further 
shown by Arman and Hori as mentioned in the previous Office action. 

With respect to the rejection based on Chen, applicant argues that the prior art 
does not extract text data from static image data and match the extracted text to a static 
image. Hull among others discloses this feature as identified in the rejection of the 
current Office action. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent Number 7,209,942 issued to Hori et al. discloses a device that 
extracts character text data from images and retrieves a still image using the extracted 
character text data (see the abstract and col. 6 for example). 
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U.S. Patent Number 6,804,684 extracts text data from a still image and applies 
the extracted text data to other still images, which are then retrieved using the text data 
as a keyword. 

U.S. Patent Number 7,068,309 issued to Toyama et al. discloses a keyword 
retrieval method that is used to retrieve both still images and video images. 

Japanese Patent Publication 11-184867 extracts text from images, matches the 
extracted text with images, displays the images with the extracted text (figure 3) and 
reproduces video when a static image with the extract text is selected (figure 5). 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey S. Smith whose telephone number is 571 270- 
1235. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jingge Wu can be reached on 571 272-7429. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. . 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

JSS 

June 13, 2007 y/r\ 




